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Since March 2008 the Trades Council has been building and strengthening our contacts with local unions. Our programme of contacting unions has been stepped up and, although responses have not been slower than hoped, significant progress has been made. For example. We have recently been communicating with the NUJ and TSSA about building local contacts.

Our communication with local trade unionists has continued with targeted mailings (primarily e-mail); production of Trades Council News and use of the website.  We have also held the quarterly open meetings at the Civil Service Club to help raise our profile. The most successful was with John McDonnell MP in June 2008. This coincided with the start of the financial crisis and John gave a detailed analysis of the situation and an insight into Government responses.

We have been holding ordinary meetings at the PCS London  & SE offices in Victoria but changes in PCS usage of the building meant we had to look elsewhere and until June we have taken up the offer by PCS to meet at their office in Victoria Street.

CLWTC has been well represented at the monthly meeting of the Greater London Association of Trade Union Councils which brings together all London trades councils. 2 of our delegates sit on the GLATUC EC – one, Roger Sutton, as an officer the other, Jim Smith, as EC member and both are part of the GLATUC delegation to SERTUC. Dan Ingreji and Dil Joshi have attended GLATC meetings as delegates. Motions from the Trades Council have been sent to GLATUC and some on to SERTUC for consideration. A motion from CLWTC to GLATUC on public services has been adopted as 1 of the 2 motions to the ACTUC from London. Our motion on in 2008 was also adopted and successfully moved at the Conference.

We have given support to local battles by trade unions such as by workers in the civil service, London buses, post office, teachers, railways, local authorities and at Shelter.

We have supported the programme of work that comes from the Annual Conference of Trade Union Councils; the anti-racist anti-fascist programme from SERTUC and gave out ant-BNP leaflets in the May 2008 London elections end have supported the London May Day celebrations.

Each late July we hold events to mark the anniversary of the Pentonville 5 – the dockers imprisoned in 1972 and freed by mass working class action. We took on this responsibility 1n 195 as the TC saw it as a crucial part of trade union and London history which needed to be commemorated. Every 5 years we hold a large scale meeting – the last in 2007 at the TUC. In 2008 it was marked by showings of the film Arise Ye Workers with a supporting presentation to a number of local organisations including a migrant workers group.

We deal locally with the right wing Tory administration at Westminster City Council and the undemocratic City of London Corporation. The latter has its consultative structure City Together and we have been involved in the Transport body and are seeking to attend the main consultative body. Westminster City Council infamous from the days of Lady Porter has changed little and many associated with the Porter years have continued. Their disastrous policies making Pimlico an Academy and the constant outsourcing of council services has meant constant battles to maintain decent local provision.

The election of Boris Johnson as London Mayor has created a marked change in approach which is only just coming fully into focus as many of Livingstone’s initiatives have carried on. Johnson is also constrained by agreements with Government. Nonetheless Johnson has shown his approach with the stopping of all tram developments in the capital, his attitude to the Rise festival in 2008 and pronouncements on various policy matters. Pressure on the Mayor has seen acceptance of the London living wage and a more responsive attitude to some multi-cultural events.

Everything has been overshadowed by the growing financial crisis. With job losses accelerating and more companies hitting the dust, the billions being poured into the banking and finance system raise massive questions. Most obvious is why were we told there was no money for health, education, pensions etc etc when this can be found for the bankers? Why are those at the bottom losing jobs and income whilst those at the top escape with massive gold plated pension and pay-off packages? During the year we supported various initiatives about the crisis including the events outside the Bank of England in the summer – demanding that the speculators pay with the assets they have salted away from dodgy dealing.

There is the uniting cry across London, the country, Europe and the world – don’t make the workers pay for a crisis they had no part in creating, make those who profited over the last 20 years now pay for what they created
Roger Sutton Secretary

Jim Smith President

detail and p[hotographs of events in the year are covered on our website – www.clwtc.org
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